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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

DAVIS ACADEMY OPENS NEXT STAGE EXPANSION
January 23, 2017 -- A ribbon cutting ceremony thanking nearly 300 of Davis Academy’s Next Stage Capital Campaign contributors in attendance on Sunday, January 22 ushered in an exciting new chapter in the Reform Jewish day school’s history.  After ten months of construction, and a job completed on budget and on time, the $7.5 million expansion is open and already in use by the school community.  The new facilities include: the 600+ seat state-of-the-art Rosenberg Performing Arts Theatre, the Kaufman Chapel, new Dining Hall and Kitchen, a Middle School dining hall renovation, and four adaptable classrooms at the Lower School campus that will be used for a variety of innovative learning experiences in the arts and technology. 
“I couldn’t be more proud of our collective energy and commitment to this visionary project which brings so many new opportunities for Davis Academy students,” said Davis Academy Head of School Amy Shafron.  “We recognize our children are the cornerstone of our families and our community and that it is our collective responsibility to provide them with the very finest education and sense of identity.  These building projects will help ensure that we have the very best learning environment for our students and for the generations of students to come.”

The facilities expansion answered a number of previous challenges, especially in finding suitable spaces for group-based learning and communal experiences.  The annual school musical, for example, which features almost 200 thespians, plays four performances to audiences of more than 500 each, and was formerly presented in the Middle School gymnasium, will now reach its full potential for actors and audiences in the Rosenberg Performing Arts Theatre.  The new Kaufman Chapel will offer a sacred space for prayer and learning aligned with the school’s uniquely modern Judaics program, and the modern new Dining Hall replaces a temporary structure that served long beyond its intended lifespan and includes a full-service kitchen with freshly prepared food daily for all students and staff.  Finally, the adaptable learning spaces will now enable group-based, collaborative experiential learning opportunities beyond the classroom.
The community is invited to view the facilities in an open house on Wednesday morning, February 15 from 8:30 – 10:00 am.  Tours will run every 15 minutes.  RSVP to:  davisacademy.org/openhouse.   

In celebration of the opening of the school’s Next Stage facilities and in anticipation of the school’s 25th anniversary next year, a new music CD containing original songs written by Davis Academy’s own Director of Jewish & Hebrew Studies, Rabbi Micah Lapidus, was released and given as a gift to all contributors and all school families.  

As part of the excitement, The Davis Academy debuted a music video based on one of the new CD songs called “Rise Up.” The video was produced by Davis Academy Class of 2005 alumni Leo Falkenstein and Michael Rosenberg.  Click here to view and share the “Rise Up” video containing  a positive message set to spirited music and featuring a few iconic Atlanta landmarks (including scenes at the Atlanta Falcons’ training camp) and cameo appearances by some beloved Georgians.   

Explained Rabbi Lapidus: “’Rise Up’ is a celebration of Atlanta’s long commitment to civil rights, social action, and social change. The song is rooted in famous teachings from the Hebrew Bible as they were preached by Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. and also happens to be a perfect anthem for Atlanta’s beloved Falcons. The song has been sung and performed all around the country, but it sounds best right here in the ATL. Whether rooting for our home team, honoring the legacy of our countless Atlantans, or getting your hands dirty doing the work of social justice, ‘Rise Up’ is a perfect soundtrack.”  

Davis Academy students enjoyed their first experiences with the new Next Stage facilities on Monday, January 23, when they participated in their own ribbon cutting ceremony featuring the Davis Academy Lion mascot, ate their first catered lunches in the new dining halls, held a prayer service in the new chapel, and many got busy in classes in the new adaptable learning spaces.  
Kyle Epstein of Warren Epstein & Associates, Architects, Inc. who designed the Lower and Middle School buildings, was the architect on the project.  Brasfield Gorrie was the construction firm. 

The Davis Academy opened in 1992 with 20 students.  Today, The Davis Academy serves more than 500 students in Kindergarten Prep through 8th grade with an outstanding academic program grounded in contemporary Jewish values.  The school, known locally and nationally for its innovative programs, experiential learning, integrated technology and exceptional fine arts, holds triple accreditation.  Its two state-of-the-art campuses are located in the Sandy Springs/Dunwoody area.  For more information about The Davis Academy, visit www.davisacademy.org.  
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